
AROUND THE DEPARTMENT  
It is that time of the year again! School is back in 
session and 21st Century Community Learning      
Centers (21st CCLC) are gearing up for another great 
year! From students to parents and teachers to    
administrators, this is always an exciting time of 
year filled with promise and anticipation. Over the 
past few months, it has been enjoyable meeting 
many of you and learning about the engaging          
activities, lessons and events being offered for your 
students. Very often, your programs provide        
students with the spark of hope and interest that 

transforms learning into excitement. Whether it is 
building robots, learning music or exploring art, unlocking student potential 
often begins by making meaningful connections and tapping into their     
interests in order to inspire learning.  
 
In the weeks and months ahead, there will be continued excitement for the 
21st CCLC community. As programs prepare to celebrate Lights on             
Afterschool events, please remember to register your events and access the 
available resources online. This year, Lights on Afterschool will be             
celebrated on October 22, 2015. These events provide an excellent             
opportunity to celebrate the successes of your programs and showcase the 
importance of your work for the community and stakeholders. Make the 
most of this opportunity by inviting community leaders, collaborating with 
school leaders and involving families.  
 
Additionally, you will be receiving more information about the Afterschool & 
Youth Development (ASYD) Quality Standards in the upcoming months. 
With the assistance of additional resources and trainings, the ASYD Quality 
Standards will help drive the conversations and strategies to continuously 
improve the quality of programs for all students and families.  
 
As we look forward to the upcoming school year, please remember that your 
programs, your staff and your dedication truly make a difference for the       
children and families in your communities. We know this will be another 
great year of collaboration to provide the best possible opportunities and 
experiences for the 21st CCLC community.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Nathan Schult 
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My advice is to seek the support and commitment from 
your superintendent by providing meaningful              
information on how your 21st Century program can   
support and align to the school district’s goals. It is very           
important to have necessary meetings, initially, to     
provide insight into what your program has to offer, and 
gain support from your building administrators, take 
advantage of open house to recruit and to meet parents 
and students. It is always a great idea to express your 
sincere thanks and appreciation to local businesses for 
their involvement, such as in-kind donations, by sending 
letters on your   letterhead. Your advisory council    
meetings should be held at the most convenient time for 
your members,  respect their time by not conducting 
long meetings (no more than one hour) and provide real 
data that show your progress and/or areas of concern. 

Natacha Merrit, Region 4, PASS 

 

Spread the word about the impact of your program as 
much as possible! Our students are our most effective 
spokespersons, and we definitely involve them in this 
process. The annual “Lights on Afterschool” celebration 
is the perfect showcase for garnering community       
support. At our “Lights on Afterschool” rally each       
October, some of our students share testimonials about 
how they have benefited from the ECHOES 21ST CCLC 
program. In addition, we ask Community Advisory 
Team members as well as local, area, and statewide    
officials to participate in the program. Involving         
Advisory Team members in student activities and not 
just meetings, gives them a chance to see our program   
in action.  

Janie Jones, Region 6, ECHOES 

Arts and Science Enrichment 
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 Live Animals: Invite a traveling wildlife program to your school. Target a specific science question, such as 
how birds cope with changing seasons.  

 The Science of Music: Bring in a performer who can show how to make musical instruments from ordinary 
objects like plastic soda bottles while explaining the principles of sound waves, vibrations, resonance, and pitch. 

 Crime Lab Class: Conduct a workshop in which students get to be forensic investigators and solve a crime. 
They learn about crime lab chemistry as they collect fingerprints, examine hair and fiber evidence, and identify 
other clues.   

 Bubbles: Students gain an understanding of molecular bonding and surface tension as they watch            
demonstrations involving bubbles of various sizes and shapes. Discuss why bubbles float and why they pop, then 
let kids make their own bubble blowers and test different soap solutions.  

 Motion: Lively demonstrations of juggling, ball-spinning, unicycling, stilt-walking, and yo-yoing can teach   
children about the properties of linear motion, rotation, and vibration. 

For more ideas about arts and science activities, please visit here— http://tinyurl.com/nne6ycq  

Tips from Veterans 

Via PTOToday.com 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 
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Located in Region 4, Bleckley County is home to the 

new 21st CCLC Royal Academy.  Fortunate to have 

strong community partnerships through Communities 

In Schools and Family Connection Partnership, the 

21st CCLC Royal Academy supports the school system 

by providing enriching activities for students. Their 

21st CCLC program will continue to build upon strong 

relationships to help ensure students have access to 

the resources they need to succeed. We are excited to 

welcome them as a new grantee this year and look 

forward to working with their 21st CCLC staff. 

Stewart County School District's 21st CCLC Program is 

the A-TEAM Program, which stands for Academic      

Tutorial Enrichment and Mentoring Program. In       

collaboration with seven community partners, they will 

provide expanded learning opportunities afterschool 

and during the summer for students through a quality 

academic cultural enrichment program for 195 high 

poverty, at-risk K - 12 students and their families. The 

five-year program will focus on academic remediation 

and enrichment in the core content areas (math,      

reading/ELA, science, and social studies) aligned to the 

Georgia Standards of Excellence, provide homework 

assistance, offer cultural enrichment through project-

based learning activities, and include a variety of other 

enrichment activities. 

Mark Your Calendar! 

October 12– 16 ~ National School Lunch Week 

This week helps children learn that eating a healthy and    

nutritious school lunch is essential in helping them get the 

most out of their action-packed days! 

 New Programs 
We are excited to welcome 12 new 21st CCLC programs 

that will be opening their doors this school year. Join us 

in welcoming two of these programs in this  edition of   

the newsletter.  

 

October 30 ~ National Speak Up for Service Day 

This day emphasizes the importance of volunteer service in 

our neighborhoods and schools.  

November ~ National American Indian Heritage Month 

This month recognizes the roles of American Indians and 

Alaskan Natives and their part in U.S. history.  

November 1 ~ Family Literacy Day 

This day calls on families to read with each other in order to 

showcase the importance of literacy.  

This week celebrates strong families and advocates for        

policies that foster community connections.  

November 24-30 ~ National Family Week 

November 11-15 ~ National Young Readers Week 

This week encourages students to check out new books from 

their library and explore reading.  

This week encourages parents and schools to educate          

children about the dangers of drugs. 

October 23—31 ~ National Red Ribbon Week 

Recognized by over 50 nations, World Space Week is a      

perfect opportunity to utilize the many education resources 

provided by NASA (http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/

about/index.html) 

October 4– 10 ~ World Space Week 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 

http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/about/index.htmlC:/Users/nathan.schult/Documents/ASYD%20Standards%20Plan
http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/about/index.htmlC:/Users/nathan.schult/Documents/ASYD%20Standards%20Plan


 

Fiscal Analyst Tips 

 

 

I have been in education for over 
38 years and with the Georgia 
Department of Education for 10 
years. What’s next? I have no 
idea, except I will be spending 
more time with my daughter and 
grandsons. Plus, I will continue to 
organize art and music festivals 
and events, too. On top of that, I 

will be looking for some part-time work.  I may be “old”, 
but I’m not dead yet. Still a lot of life in this ol’ girl!    

My best advice is to remember why you are here and 
make sure EVERYTHING you do is for your students. 

 Be familiar with your 
budget, plan your   
spending and purchase 
your resources in a timely 
manner  

 Monitor your actual    
expenses regularly and 
compare them against 
your budget -preferably 
twice a month 

 If you want to change 
plans or reallocate funds, 
please contact your ERES 
and FA to discuss 

Words of Wisdom and Farewell  

“It’s not the plan 

that’s important,                     

it’s the planning.” 

Reach Out Directly to Youth and Their Parents 
 

Rather than relying on posters, flyers, or referrals to         

generate interest, programs can benefit from reaching out 

directly to youth and their families. Phone calls and visits 

are  effective means of increasing local interest in afterschool 

programs. Youth participants are often a program’s most 

effective recruiters or ambassadors. If poor participation is 

due to youth’s negative misperceptions about the quality of a 

program, then current participants may offer an honest   

account of program activities and of what potential           

participants can expect. Working closely with communities 

and families has also been touted as particularly effective for 

recruiting older students, particularly those in high school. 

For more information and ideas about recruitment, please 

visit here - http://tinyurl.com/o7pxtvl.  

Recruitment Strategies  

Staff Spotlight 

“Educating Georgia’s Future” 

Tehsin Akram, FA 

Anne Christol, ERES, Region 1 

http://www.hfrp.org/evaluation/the-evaluation-exchange/issue-archive/evaluating-out-of-school-time-program-quality/attracting-and-sustaining-youth-participation-in-after-school-programs

